LOSSES AND LINGERS 

Presenter : John Moran

Participants :  45 approx

Presenting the case of dementia and spirituality
· elements of spirituality are still accessible

· What lingers?

· Old hymns, rosary prayers… provide comfort? Not sure of why these things linger

· Spirituality is about transcendence; hearing a familiar prayer or song is the key which often unlocks the feeling of God’s love

· Patients become more alive during prayer are others note a transformation which is otherwise absent.

· Patients must be treated as people who are still able to live a relationship with God; who can say what is going on in that person.

· They may not remember the name but they do remember the love

· Remember: if we are in error, let it be within charity. 

· It’s not about words, it’s about feeling love

Presenter allowed participants to share in groups by guiding the discussion with these 3 questions:

1- What ideas do I come into this workshop about spirituality and dementia.  Experiences?

2- What new thoughts, ideas, questions, have I heard6

3- New vision, changed notions, confirmed ideas.  What I take home with me today as a result of workshop?  What I have integrated into previously held perception? 
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Blessed in Aging

-Esther Mary Walker

Blessed are they who understand

My faltering step and shaking hand

Blessed, who know my ears today 

Must strain to hear the things the say……

